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CHAPTER X.—Continued.

But my vanity was not done with
me. Led on by it, 1 procesded to have
one of those ridieulous “generous fm-
pulses”—I persuaded 'mysell that
there must be some decency in this
liberality, In addition to the prudence
which I flattered myself was the chief
cause. “T have been unjust to Roe-
buek," I thought. “I have been mis-
judging his character.” And incredi-
ble though it seems, I sald to him with
8 good deal of genuine emotion: *I
don't know how to thank you, Mr.
Roebuck. And, Instead of trying, 1
want to apologize to you. 1 have
thonght many hard things agalnst
you; have spoken some of them. 1
had better have been attending to my
own conscience, instend of criticlsing
yours."

“Thank you, Blacklock,” sald he, in
a volce that made me feel as If 1 were
a little boy in the crossroads church,
believing 1 could almost see the an-
gols floating above the heads of the
gingers in the cholr behind the
preacher, "Thank you. I am not sur-
prised that you have misjudged me,
God has glven me a great work to do,
and those who do His will in this
wicked world must expect martyrdom.
I should never have had the courage
to do what I have done, what He has
done through me, had He not gulded
my every step."

XL
ANITA.

On my firat day in long trousers I
may have been more (1l at eage than
I was that Sunday evening at the
Ellerslys’, but 1 doubt’ it.

When 1 came Into thelr big drawing-
room and took a look around at the
assembled guests, I never felt more
al home in my life. “Yes,” sald 1 to
myself, ay Mrs, Ellersly was greeting
me and as I poted the friendly inter-
est in the glances of the women, “this
{s where I belong. 1'm beginning to
come into my own.'

As 1 look back on it now, I can't re-
frain from smiling at my own simpli-
clty—and snobbishness. For, so de-
termitied was 1 to belleve what 1 was
working for was worth while, that I
motunlly fancled there were uponthese
¥n reality ordinary people, ordinary in
looks, ordinary in intelligence, some
subtle marks of superiority, that made
them at a glance superior to the com-
mon run. This ecstasy of snobbish.
ness deluded me as to the women
only—for, as I looked at the men, I
at once felt mysell: thelr superior.
They were an inconsequential, pat-
terned Iot. I even was better dressed
than any of them, except possibly
Mowbray Langdon, and if he showed
to more advantage than [, It was be-
cauge of his manner, which, as 1
have probably sald before, |8 superlor
to that of any human being I've ever
goen—man or woman.

“You are to take Anita in” sald
Mrs. Ellersly. With a laughable sense
that 1 was doing mysell proud, I
crossed the room easily and took my
stand in front of her. She shook hands
with me politely enough. Langdon was
gitting beside her; I had interrupted
thelr conversation.

“Hello, Blacklock!™ sald Langdon,
with a quizzical, satirleal smile with
the eyes only. "It secms strange to
gee you at such peaceful pursults.”
His glance traveled over me eritically
—and that was the beginning of my
trouble,  Presently he rose, left me
alone with her,

“You know Mr. Langdon?" she sald,
obviously because she falt she must
say something,

“Oh, ves,” I replied. “We are old

friends. What a tremendous swell he
{s—really a swell” This with enthu-
sinsm.

She made no comment, I debated
with myself whether to go on talking
of Langdon, 1 declded agalnst it be-
cause all I knew of him had to do with
matterg down town—and Monson had
impressed it upon me that down town
was taboo in the drawingroom. 1
rummaged my brain in vain for an-
wother and suitable topie.

Bhe sat, and I stood—she tranquil
aund beautiful and cold, I every Instant
mote miserably self-consolous. When
the start for the dinlngroom was
my left arm,
though 1 had carefully planned be-
forehnnd just what I would do. Bhe—
without heaitation and, as I know now,
out of sympathy for me in my suffer-
Ing—was taking my wrong avm, when
it flashed on me like a blinding blow
{n the face that I ought to be on the
other side of her. 1 got red tripped
in the fargprawling traln of Mrs,
Langdon, tore it slightly, tried to get
to the other slde of Miss Ellersly by
walking In front of her, recovered
mysel! somehow, stumbled round be-
bind her, walked on her traln and
finally arrived at her left side, can-
getous In every red-hot atom of me
that I was making a spectacle of
myself and that the whole company
was enjoying It. 1 must have seemed
to them an ignorant boor; In fact, I
had been mhout & great deal among
people who knew how to behave, and
had I never given the matter of how
to conduct mysell on that particular
occaslon an iustant's thought, I should
have got on without the least trouble.

on the other side of her; I was left to
my own reflections, and I was not sure
whether this made me more or less
uncomfortable. To add to my torment,
I grew mngry, with myself. 1 looked
up and down and cross the big table,
noted all these self-satisfied people
perfectly at thelr ease; and I said to
myself: "“What's the matter with
you, Matt? They're only men and
women, and by mo means the best
specimens of the breed. You've got
more brains than all of 'em put to-
gether, probably; is there one of the
lot that could get a job at good wages
if thrown on the world? What do you
care what they think of you? It's a
damn sight more important' what you
think of them, as it won't be many
years before you'll hold everything
they value, everything that makes
them of consequence, in the hollow of
your hand."”

When the Indies withdrew, the other
men drew together, talking of people
I did not know and of things I did not
carg about—I thought then that they
were avolding me deliberately as a
flock of tame ducks avoldd a wild one
that sgomea wind has accldentally blown
down among them. I know now that
my forbidding aspect must have been
rosponsible for my Isclation. How-

stood idly turning the leaves of & mag-

Azing. 1 threw my clgar into the
firepinoe. slight sound s & sireck
made her fump, and | saw that, under

neath her surface of perfect calm, she
was in & pervous state full as tense as
my own,

“You smoke?" sald L

“Sometimes,” she replled. "It is
soothing and distracting. [ don't know
how it {8 with others, but when I
smoke my mind s quite empty."”

“It's a nasty habit—smoking,"”
said L

“Do you think so? aald she, with
the slightest lift to ber tone and her
eyelirows.

“Especially for o woman,” I went
on, because I could think of nothing
else to say, and would not, at any cost,
let this conversation, so hard to begin,
die out.

“Your are one of those men who
have one code for themselves and an-
other for women,” she replied.

"I'm & man,” sald I, “All men have
the two codes.”

“Not all,” said she after a pause.

“All men of decent ideas," sald 1
with emphasis,

“Really?" sald she, ln a tone that
frritated me by suggesting that what
I sald was both absurd sod unlmpor-
tant.

“It Is the first time I've ever seen
s respectable woman smoke,” I went
on, powerless to change the subject,
though conscious 1 was getting tedi-
ous, “I've read 6f such things, but 1
didn't belleve.”

“That is interesting,”" sald she, her
tone suggesting the reverse,

“I've offendead you by saying frank-
Iy what I think,” sald I. "“Of course,
it's none of my business.”

“Oh, no," replied sghe carelessly.
“I'm not in the least offended. Preju-
dices always Interest me.” :

I saw Ellersly and his wife sitting
in the drawing-room, pretending to
talk to each otlier, I understood that
they were leaving me alone with her

deliberately, and 1 began to suspect

SR
-

-

“SHE LOOKED AT

ever, 1 sat alone, sullenly resisting
old Ellersly’s constrained efforts to get
me Into the conversation, and angrily
suspicious that Langdon was enjoylng
my discomfiture more than the cigar-
ette he was apparently absorbed In.

Dld Ellersly, growing more and
more nervous before my dark and sul-
len look, finally seated himsell beslde
me. “I hope you'll stay after the
others have gone,” sald he. “They'll
leave early, and we can have & quiet
amoke and talk.”

All unstrung though I was, I yet had
the desperate couriige to resolva that
I'd not leave, defeated In the eyes of
the one person whose opinion 1 really
cared about. “Very well,” sald [, in
reply to him.

He and I did not follow the others
to the drawing-room, but turned Into
the library adjoining. From where |
geated mygell I conld see parg of the
drawing-room—saw the others leav-
ing, saw Langdon lingering, Ignoring
the impatient glances of his wife,
wlhille he talked on and on with Miss
Hilleraly.

At last Langdon arose. It frritated

to see her color under that in
different fascinating smile of his. It
{rritated mo to note that he held her
hand all the time he was saylng good-
by, and the fact that he held it as If
he'd as lief not be holding it hardly
lessened my longing to rush in and
knock him down. What he did was
all In the way of perfect good man:
ners, and would have jarred no one
not supersensitive, llke me—and ke
his wife, I saw that ehe, too, was
frowning. -

In an almless sort of way Miss
Elleraly, after the Langdons had dis
appearad, left the drawingroom by
‘the same door. Btill aimlessly wan:

ME-JUST LOOKED."

ghe was In the plot. I smiled, and my
courage and self-posdession returned
as summarily as they had fled,

“I'm glad of this chance to get bet-
ter acqualnted with you,” seld 1. “I've
wanted it ever sinee I first saw you."

As I put this to her directly, she
dropped her eyes and murmured some-
thing she probably wished me to think
vaguely pleasant,

“You are the first woman 1 ever
knew,"” I went on, “with whom It was
hard for me to get on any sort aof
terms. 1 suppose it's my fault, |
don't know this game yet. But I'l
learn It Af you'll be a littlé patient;
and when I do, T think I'll be able to
keep up my end."”

She looked at me—just looked. 1
couldn't begin to guess what Wwas
going on in that gracefully-poised head
of hers,

"Will you try to be friends with
me?” sald [ with directnesa

She sontinuad to look at me is that
same steady, pusziing way.

“Will you?” I repeated.

“I have oo cholee,” sald she alowly

I flushed. “What does that mean?”
1 demanded.

She threw a hurried and, it seemed
to me, frightened glance toward the
drawing-room. I didn't intend to of
fend you,” she sald In & low velea
“You have been such & good friend to
papa—I've no right to feel anything
but friendship for you."

“I'm glad to hear you say that,” said
I. And I was; for those words of
hers were the first expression of ap
preclation and gratitude I had ever
got from any member of that family
which I was holding up from ruin. 1
put out my hand, and she laid hers
in it

“There {gn't anything [ wouldn't do
to earn your friendship, Miss Anita,”
I sald, holding her hand tightly, feel
ing how lifeless it was, yel feeling,
too, as If a flaming torch were being
borne through me, were lighting a
fire in every veln.

The scarlet poured Into her face and
neck, wave on wave, until I thought
it would never cease to come, She
snatohed her band away and from her
face streamed proud resentment. God,
how I loved her at that moment!

“Anita! Mr. Blacklock!" came from
the other room, in her mother's volce.
“Come In here and save us old people
from boring each other to sleep.”

She turned swiftly and went into the
other room, 1 following. There were
a few minutes of conversation—a mon-
ologue by her mother. Then I ceased
to disregard Ellersly's less nnd less
covert yawns, and rose to take leave,
1 could not look directly at Anita, but
I was seeing that her eyes were fixed
on me, as if by some compulslon, some
sinister eompulzion. I left in high
spirits, "No matter why or how she
looks at you," sald I to myself. “All
that 1§ necessary 1s to get yoursell no-
ticed. After that the rest Is easy.
You must keep cool enough always to
remember that under this glamour
that Intoxicatea you, she's a woman,
Just a woman, waiting for & man."”

XI11,
“UNTIL TO-MORROW."

A week passed and, just as 1 was
within sight of my Hmit of patience,
Bromwell Eilersly appearsd at my of
fice. "I can’t put my hand on the
necesgary oash, Mr. Dlacklock—at
least, not for a few days, Can I count
on your further Indulgence?” This in
his best exhibit of old-fashioned court-
linesg—tihe “gentleman" through and
through, lgnorant of anything useful

“Don't let that matter worry you,
Mlersly,” said I, friendly, for [ wanted

. |'to be on a somewhat less business-like

basis with that family. “The market's
steady, and will go up before it goes
down."

YGood!" snid he, “By the way, you
haven't kept your promise to call”

“I'm a buay man sald I, “You
must malke my excuses to your wife.
But—in the evenings, Conldn't we get
up & little theater party—>Mrs. Ellersly
and your daugnter angd you aod I=—=
Sam, too, If he cares to come?"

“Delightful!” cried he.

“Whichever one of the next fivs
evenlngs you say,” [ sald. "“Let me
know by to-morrow morning, will
you?" And we talked no more of the
neglected marging; we understood
each other, When he left he had ne
gotiated a three months' loan of
twenty thousand dollars.

They were so surprised that they
conldn’t conceal {t, when they were
ushered into my apartment on the
Wednesday evening they had fixed
upon, If my taste n dress wis some
what too pronounced, my taste ln my
surroundings was not. [ supposze the
game instinet that made me like the
music and the pletures and the books
that were the products of superior
nminds had gulded me right In archk
tecture, decoration and furniture,

I was pleased out of all proportion
to Its value by what Ellersly and hig
wife looked and sald. But, though 1
watched Miss Bllersly closely, though
1 trled to draw fromn her some com
ment on my belonglnge—on my ple
tures, on my superb tapestries, on the
beautiful carving of my furniture—I
gol nothing from her beyond that first
look of surptise and pleasure, Her
faoce resumed Its stutuellke calm, her
oves did not wander, her lips, llke a
erimson bow painted upon her clear,
white gkin, remalned closed. She
spoke only when she was spoken Lo,
and then as briefly as possible, The
dinner—and a mighty good dinner It
was~~would have been memornble for
sttain and sllence had not Mrs, Ellers
ly kept up her Incessant chatter, |
can’t recall & word she aald, but I ad-
mired her for being able to talk at all
I knew she was In the same state as
the rest of us, yel she acted perfectly
at her ease, and not until I thought it
over afterward did I reallze that she
had done all the talking except an-
swerd to her occaslonal and cleverly-
sprinkled direct questions,

(To be continued,)

Studying Human Nature.

But in the End the Crowd Drank With
Both Bottors.

W, H. Milburn and severdl friends
were walking along Sixteenth street
the other day when one of them pleked
up & woman's handkerehief made of
lace. “What shall T do with it?" he
asked.

““Put it on the mall hox at the oor
ner and watoh some poor woman steal
It,” suggested another of the party.

“It won't be a poor woman who
ateals it wald Mr. Milburn, “It will
be some womnn of means.”

“T11 bet you It won't be & well-to-do
woman," came from the other.

“What will you bet?"

“Refresliments for the crowd.”
“Done,” said Mr. Milburn.

the bet," said another member of the

and noticed the prize. She glanced
mbout her and then took the hanker
chief. Around the corner she stepped
Into her antomobile,

“There,” sald Mr,
did I tell you?"

“You win,” sald the man that haé
the other end of the bet.

Just then they heard the woman
speak to her chauffeur. *I lost my
handkerchlef, John,” she sald, "but
found it again on that mall box
Wasn't I lucky?" :

“Hold on,” sald the man who had
bet with Mr. Milburn, when the auto
had gone. “I don't knmow whether 1
loat that bet or not"”

*To tell the truth, neither do L* re
plled Mr. Milburn. '

“Then I think you both ought to pay

Milburn, “what

And 80 1t came to pass,

He Knsw .l:nrl'a.
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TRUST HIGH PRICES

COST OF COMMODITIES ARTIFI-
CIALLY INCREASED.

At Least 25 Per Cent. of the Advance
Is Tax Paid to Monopolies
Protected by the
Tarifl.

The avernge price of commodities
is now so high that it is most likely
the highest point has been reached
for this vear and probably for & vear
or two to eome. It la therefore of the
utmost importance for consumers to
understand why prices have advanced
g0 rapldly since 1807, and especially
those whose Incomes have not (n
creaged In proportion to the cost of
living. That a great percentage of the
increase in prices has been artificlally
created by allowing the trusts a mo-
nopoly through tarif protection Is
plainly shown by the fact that nas
sopn as the Dingley bill waa enacted
in 1807 orgunization of trusth, com-
bines and pools was accomplished on
an enormous scale and began to hoost
the prices of their products and have
constantly inereased prices to the
present day. If you have gaved vour
old bills for groceries, dry goods, ete.,
for 1896 or 1867, and compare them
with your biils of today, vou will see
that the avernge increase In prices Is
over 50 per cent. Has vour lncome
increased In the same proportion, or
are the trust high prices compelling
you to economize? As the question
of a high tariff or & low tariff is a
political lssue that must be decided at
the coming national electlon you, of
courge, want to be sure of the facts,
#0 that you can vote for the system
that Is hest for your pocket. As but
few people keep old bills, but destroy
them after a year or two, it 18 well to
have the actual stutisties of the in-
crense of prices to arrive at a correct
solution of the questlon. What s
known as “Diun's Index Number” is
recognized officially as the most per-
fect statistles on the rise and fall of
wholesale prices of nll the most Im-
portant articles of general copsump-
tion, and gives the value of the aver-
age Aamount used per eapita.

On July 1, 1887, Dun's Index Num-
ber wag $72.466. On Mavel 1, 1907,
It was 3108018, and on March 1, 1906,
It was $104.204. The price level has
therefore Inereased 6.6 per centl. dur-
ing the'past vear and 51.7 per cent,
during the past ten years,

All this enormous increase (o prices
s not, however, chargenhle to the
tarifl protecting the trusts, for in Eng
land, whieh has a tariff for revenuse,
with eomparatively no protection to
her manufacturers, the prices of com-
modities have Increased over 25 per
eent, during the same petrlod.  This
Inerease In England Is  charged o
gold inflatlon and the rapidly depreel-
ating value of (hat metal measured (o
contmodities, As the effect of the
Increased productlon of gold is world-
wide, golidl Intlation here has had the
sime affect a8 elsewhere, and there-

fore 25 per cent, of our advance In
prices 18 due to [t This leaves over
256 per cent. of the increase In prices

here chargeable 1o some other cause,
gnd as the Increase commenced in
1887, soon after our trost-protocting
tariff hill became the law, It 18 con-
ceded by the most enloent political
economists, and not denled by the
honest Republican standpatters, that
the protectlon the trusts enjoy has
allowed them to  artificially advance
the priee of their products beyond the
natural increase in prices through the
deprecintion In gold

This increéase ol prices 18 the most

important part of the tarll lssue, for
it directly affects the spending capac-
Ity of every family, especially those

whose Incomes and wages have not
kept pace with the advance in prices

Prosperity Under Low Tariff.

The last time this country had a
taritf for revenue, as free from pro-
tection as any tarlll conld be, was
from 1846 to 1861, That was a perlod
of great prosperity. The census b
renu has judt pablished a speclal re.
port on natlonal wealth by decrdes,
and these figures show that the na-
tional wealth more than doubled from
1850 to 1800, Incressing from $7,1856,
780,228 to $16,169,616,0688. That Is an
fncrease of over 186 per cent. during
the time when a low tarlff and what
the protectionlsts call free trade pre
valled, During the latter decades the
Increase was never nearly 8o great,
and from 1880 to 1800 was only &0 per
cent., and from 1500 to 1900 was legs
than 33 per cent., and durlng the past
four years since 1900 the ncrense will
be but Httle over 60 per cent. for the
decade to 19810 at the same ratio of
Inerease as for the pas{ four years,.®

It is clalmed by the stand-pattors
that all the prosperity this country
has enjoyed is through protectionism,
but neither the MceKinley blll while It
was in operation, nor the Dingley bill
now, CAn eompare as prospecity pro-
ducers with the Democratic tariff for
revenue period for 1860 to L850, How
will our protectionlsts explain thess
offi~lai Agurea?

A Resurrected Politician.

The Chiengo Chronlele, which s
nearly always on the wrong slde of
every palitical proposition, lately sald:
"“When the people get through with &
man it Is for good and for all. There
is abmolutely no' resurraction for a
buried politiclan.” Wrong, as usual,
Laok at Congressman J, W, Keller of
Springfield, 0., who was elected
gpenker In 1881 and made such a mess
of it that he waa retired in disgrace
when his copstftuents had another
chance at him, and now the Republi-
can party has reelected him in 1904,
and again reelected him last year. A
burled politiclan s just as good as
any other to vote au the trusts and
corporations tell him, and the Chronl-
cle, which is owned by the eorporn
tlon interests, should know {t.

Ave Imperator!
~“My spear” says the president,
“gnows no Liother” “Thoke who op
pose m‘;" anoe sald the. @
“peror, "1 f",_f_ h
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MAIL ORDER EVIL

IT8 RISE IS NOT THE RESULT OF
LEGITIMATE DEMAND,

DUE ENTIRELY TO GREED

And It Feeds Upon the Prosperity
of the Country Towns—A
Menace to the
Nation,

(Copyrighted, 1906, by Alfred C. Ciark.)

As the years go by we are more
than ever brought face to face with
the vital question of trading at home
During the past decade the habit of
buying goods abroad has grown to
rtlons that the country
may well feel alarmed at
& outcome unless something

" surely result therefrom.
Trade conditions 25 years ago were
gntisfactory. At that time catalogue
houses were entirely unknown and
country merchants were “monarchs of
all they surveyed,” so to speak, in the
lines represented, and the people were
prosperous and happy. Perhaps not
50 much because they generally had
money enough to meet their wants,
but becausa of the contentment that
prevalled throughout the country at
that time. The farmers raised good
crops, genernlly, and received good
prices for what theéy had to sell. They
sold thelr surplus stuff to the local
merchant and bought what they

wanted; and this was the helght of

It weema that It could bhe enstly
polnted out to him that If there was
no towts near blm and he had to drive
20 or 30 miles 1o take his produce to
market and haul his groceries the
same dlstance home, he could easily
see that his land would greatly depre-
ciate In valuge and the disadvantages
he would encounter on every hand
would be very disastrotus to his time
and he would gladly spend his money
at home to divert thls ealamity.

Ona of the most potent levers with
which to control trade in country lo-
calities s the lberal use of printers'
ink, coupled with Intelligence In od-
vertising the wares of the merchant,
The catalogue houses employ the best
talent obtalnable to write thelr adver-
tisements gnd spend large sums of
money In this way. Besldes advertis-
ing judlclously they advertise on a
large scale and consequently got the
business, The old saying that "You
must fight the devil with fire®™ will ap-
ply in this case. The home merchant
must advertise. He must do more than
say: "Coms to Smith's to trade,
cheapest place on earth.” He must
deseribe his merchandise 2s he would
in private conversation over the coun-
ter to a customer, and then guote the
pries. This will nearly alwavs act as
& colincher and will at least put him
on & standing with the catalogne
house. In fact it will give him an ad-
vanthge over the catalogue house, for
in almost every case he can sell the
game grade of merchandlse cheaper
than the catalogue house can sell it
This {8 not mere theory but a state.
ment of fact, for the reason that the
country merchant’s business is oper-
ated at a very much less egpensa than
that of the mail order merchant.

hog the dollars of this community?

the city feed?

thelr ambition, hence the contentment
that prevalled,

But In aofter years, when cities
grew and trede expanded, the mer-
chants of these cities not Leing con-
tent with conditions of trade, devised
plans by which they might reach out
for more husiness, Advertising inthe
newspapers being a cheap way of
putting the merits of thelr goods be-
fore the people, this plan appealed to
them and It wns adopted. At first they
operated on & small scale; then, as
the merchant saw the opportunity for
making it pay, he added to hia adver-
tiging fund. And so it has continued
until to-dsy millions of dollara are
annudlly sent to mall order houses by
the people of the United States,

The best and most effective way to
thrattle the catalogue house has heen
a4 question uppermost in the minds of
comtry merchants for several years
past; some advocaling one plan and
saEne another. Phere are several plans
whichy might be ‘presented (o induce
the farmer to buy at home. In the
first place his pride might be appealed
to. There are very few farmers who
own their own farms but that would
be interested In building up his own
lacallty. He realizes the fact that If
his farm Is to be valuable it must be
farmed in the most scientific manner
and all bulldings, fences, etc.,, must he
kept up In the best possible shape,
and above all the farm must be lo-
cated not too far from some good
town, for we all know that farm land
brings & much better price when near
to sbme geod town or village, It Is
not hard to get thh farmer to reallze
this, for if he ever sold any farm land
or trled to sell any, he knows this to
be a fact. Well, then, after he has
renlized thia fact, the thing for him
to do is to patronize his home mer
chants and business men, so they may
b able to bnild und maintain a good
town,

Publle schools are much better in
the towns than in the country for the
reason that where the population in
most denge, there I8 more taxable
property to the amount of territory
covered, hence there I8 more money
collected for achool purposes, and as
a result more und better teachers are
employed. All this Is of the highest
fmportance to the farmer, as most
farmers who are of any importance in
their profession are Intorested In glv-
I»# thelr boys and girls a’'good educa-
tlon, ‘And right here s wnere the good
town proposition comes to him with
great force. He knows he can send
his children to the village school ot a
great deal leas expense than to send
them away to college, and that in
most cases better results are ob-
tained.

If the farmer sorlously desires all
these guod things he must of necess!-
ty help to bulld them. Let him under
staud that he is one of the maiz
spokes Ih the great wheel of com-

hig virinity and that he can

Are you, Mr. Resident of This Community,

feeding to the mall order

Are you pouring the money that should
stay in the home town into the trough from which the gluttonous hogs of
If so you are doing not only the town, but yourself, an irre-
parable Injury, and one that you should stop at once.

There are a thousand and one Items
of expense which the eclty merchant
has to meet that are entirely unknown
to the country merchant.

The time I8 rapldly approaching
when people who patronize matl order
houses will be looked upon as “soon-
erd” by the solid and Influential eit!.
rens of all commonwealths and will
siffer ostraclsm at thelr hands,

Citles and towns are bullt by com-
hined efforts of the residents thereof:
not by forelgn capital. 80 too are our
churches and schoolhouses buflt. It
may be true that In many ingtances
eastern capital has been employed to
make Improvements In the west, but
always with good round interest to
the lender of the money, No one ever
heprd of a cage where nn eastern man
or firm contributed to western enter-
prise for the fun of the thing. Nor
did you ever hear of a case where any
mall order or catulogue house ever
contributed to any cliurch building
fund. Nor yet did they ever build or
help to bulld any of our schoolhouses.
Yon never heard of a case of this kind
and yvou never will, All these eastern
gharks care for |8 your dollar, and
you know it, and when they have got-
ten that they have no more use for
vou, Then why should you patronlze
them? You can go to your home mer-
chant any day in the year and if you
are short of change, he will extond
vou credit. If you are sick and une
ahle to work the home merchant will
gee that your family Is provigloned
until you get on your feet again. He
will do all of this and at the same
tlme furnish the same grade of goods
at the same o even at a less price,
Wil the catalogue merchant do thls?

A soelety could be otganized and
deslgnated as the “People's Protee-
tive Assoclation.” An organination
of this kind could be perfecied in
every town and hamlet in the couns
try. Merchants and business men
would push these organizations for
the reason that it would be to thelp
Interest to do so,
ton I& formed and things are running
smoathly questions of the day may be
discussed, and algo matters pertaining
to the welfare of the Immediate local-
ity may be brought up which will in.
clude the important question of trad.
ing at home, Of course it will be ad-
mitted that this question will have to
be handled with wloves on. But there
are men In business in avery lown
who are equal to the emergency and
no trouble 1s anticipated in getting
the farmers and others who buy of
mall order houses (o Hlsten to reason.

Teach tho farmer to love his coun.
try, his town and his people; make
him reallze that they are his; that
they are a part of his being, hig life.
Teach him that it (8 to his financlal,
moral and soclal interest to buy his
gocds in his home town, and If he ha
& man he will do i,
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